Women
NEW INTERNATIONALIST EASIER ENGLISH
Intermediate READY LESSON

This lesson:
3 types of dictation: traditional dictation, fast
dictation/dictagloss and running dictation
Checking errors: alone and in pairs
Grammar: focus on and practice of present
perfect active and passive
Reading: different articles about women
Speaking: discussing problems and
achievements
Writing: making a poster

Who is this?
What did she do 60 years ago? And why?

Read this to check:
‘I would like people to remember me as someone
who wanted to be free... so other people would be
also free.’ Rosa Parks.
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
person on a bus in Montgomery City in 1955 (when
there was race segregation in the US). She had no
idea of the effects of her action. Other people had
done the same before, but she talked about how
wrong the ‘laws of segregation’ were when she
appealed against her conviction. And she helped
change the world forever.
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Standing_up_to_inspire_change

Dictation
1) How do you think the article will
continue? Discuss in pairs
2) Now your teacher will dictate the next 3
paragraphs – listen and write what you
hear
3) In pairs, check each other’s for any errors
4) Now check with the next slide

I thought it would be a good idea for New Internationalist to celebrate
International Women’s Day on 8 March by thinking about the idea of
freedom. What does freedom mean today to the three billion women and
girls across the world? How free are we in the year 2014 and what stops
women having this freedom?
Oppression makes it very difficult to have freedom and justice. It has
always been a bad part of our world, in its traditional form (one group
controlling another group) and also when individual people are cut off as
different. It is bad to oppress a group. This creates a feeling of superiority
that makes the lives of the oppressed people bad (and the oppressors too
– they are afraid that the situation cannot last forever). Oppression and
occupation are often together. One model that is increasing is the type of
dictatorship of police states where they divide groups to control them
better.
It is often difficult to see the oppression of individuals in institutions, laws
and media. It can be direct and physical, or psychological and
manipulative. Throughout history, women have not been able to achieve
full equality and independence; in many societies, this is still true. People
often say that all women experience one type of oppression, just because
they are women. But many – eg. women with disabilities or women of
colour – experience a double or even triple oppression.
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Standing_up_to_inspire_change

Dictagloss
1) How do you think the article
will continue? – discuss in pairs.
2) Your teacher will now read the next two
paragraphs at normal speed, twice. Make
notes of the key words.
3) Then, in small groups, put all your notes
together and try to write the two
paragraphs.
4) Compare with the next slide.

Resistance is growing. Indigenous communities are
demonstrating against environmental destruction in
Canada. Migrants are protesting about not having freedom
at Yarl's Wood detention centre in Britain. Bloggers are
speaking about mental health issues. Groups are making
the Indian government talk about sexual violence. Every
day, women are fighting against oppression. The theme of
this year’s International Women’s Day is ‘Inspiring change’.
A few weeks ago, I wrote a tweet asking people to
recommend inspiring women writers. A few people replied
saying: ‘Aren’t they all inspiring?’
Over the past few years, I have seen how important it is to
share something with other women that is bigger than
language, cultural and other differences. These women
inspire change; and many of them are the change.

Running dictation
1) How do you think the article will continue?
Discuss in pairs.
2) The teacher will now stick the final 2
paragraphs to the walls. Sit in groups of 3. One
will run to the article, remember as much as
possible, then run back to dictate to the other
2. See which group can finish first.
3) Check with the next slide.

My friends Mariam and Noor in Egypt applied for jobs with no
success for years. Now they are making handbags and purses
from recycled plastic bags. They had no experience before, but
they have become self-employed micro-businesswomen. My
mother, and others, with terrible pain from cerebral palsy that
doesn’t like old(er) age, writes letters to companies demanding
accessible public toilets; she makes lists of ‘useful hints’ for
people that can only use one arm, and goes around on her
mobility-scooter looking for low kerbs.
Zara, from Iran, new to Cardiff and seeking asylum with her
husband, is waiting for the UK Border Agency to decide on their
applications. She doesn’t know what they will do if they are
refused. So Zara learns English from her six-year-old son and
volunteers at a drop-in centre.
Inspiring change is not about earning money, getting a better
job, articles published, or countries travelled. It is not even
about being the next Rosa Parks; it is about courage and
determination, even with many problems. Oppression is a
feminist issue. It is a human rights issue. It is everyone’s issue.

Grammar: active and passive – look at
the patterns, then add more sentences:
Women’s problems:
Women have been abused
Women have been exploited
Women have been
oppressed
have/has + been + past
participle

Women’s achievements:
Women have fought for
rights
Women have stood up for
equality
Women have supported
others
have/has + past participle

Jigsaw reading
In pairs, read one of these articles each to find more
examples of problems and achievements:
1/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Pink_guns_to_stop_the_ra

pists%3F_Don%27t_make_me_laugh

2/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Feminism_belongs_in_sch
ools

3/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/A_prisoner_in_the_house
4/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/The_price_of_the_%22righ
t%22_to_alcohol
5/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Cellphone_justice_for_ster
ilized_women

Speak
a) Re-organise groups so everyone in the

group has read a different article.
b) Tell each other about your article,
especially about problems women have had
and things women have achieved.

Finally,

make a poster to

celebrate women - include at least 3 examples of
present perfect active
eg. women have become more important
and
present perfect passive
eg. women haven’t been allowed to go to school

Homework:
Choose some of the articles to read again. First read in
EASIER ENGLISH, then click on the link at the bottom to
read the original article, and see how many new words
and phrases you can learn:
Dictated text:
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Standing_up_to_inspire_change

Jigsaw texts:
1/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Pink_guns_to_stop_the_rapists%3F

_Don%27t_make_me_laugh
2/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Feminism_belongs_in_schools
3/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/A_prisoner_in_the_house
4/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/The_price_of_the_%22right%22_t
o_alcohol
5/http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Cellphone_justice_for_sterilized_w
omen

