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The people, the ideas, the action in the fight for global justice

The rich, the poor
and the earth

New Internationalist Ready Lesson
Intermediate




This lesson:

FSpeaking 1: charts and graphs
FSpeaking 2: discussions
MReading: jigsaw reading
A/ocabulary: collocation: |-
ANriting: a formal letter




Look at the 4 charts on the next 4 slides —

what do they show about economic equality
and the earth?

You can look at all of them and discuss thernr
IN groups, or pairs discuss one chart and
then present to the group:



a) waste (and economic equality):
Economic inequality and Waste Production (domesiti
200913 the richest 10% and the poorest 10% (the

countries to the right are more unequal)
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b) CO2 emissions (and economic equality)
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c) The amount of meat people eat (and economic equality):
Economic inequality and meat eating (not fish), 2011 The richest .
to the poorest 10% (countries more to the right are more unequal)

points = eating about one beef steak a ddyyear
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The earth —what are we doing to it?

IWhat 1 s ‘“cl 1 mat e
2)How do we know the world
climate I1s changing?
3)Is climate change a serious
problem?



What does this short (true) story show? Read, then
write a one sentence summary in pairs.

LakeSuwa In 1443 Shinto priests who lived on the edge of Lake
Suwain Japan began to write down the date when the lake froze Ir
winter and when the temperature changes created a ridge of ice
across the top of the lake. They believed that the feet of the gods
made the ridge when they walked over the lake. So they wrote do\

the dateeveryyea.

Il n the first 250 years, the |
1955 and 2004 1t di dn’ t freez
and 2014 1t di dn’ t freeze mor

one year not freezing. Since 2014 it has not frozen. There are mal
different records of global warming, but the La&awarecords are
the longest and clearesit.
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Jigsaw reading:
In groups of 4, one person will read about each of the following:
a) Waste
b) CO2 production
c) Eating meat
d) Transport
How do these areas relate to equality?
What Is the proof?

How can we change?
After reading, discuss all 4 and decide which is the most important to chang
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1/ World leaders in waste

Most of what you buy goes ing:i* =
t hin forever. When ou bu ¢§ [ S
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M

throwing it away. But you will throw away almost everything. Ma's
you recycle some things, but recycling is not always efficient, anu i

uses a | ot of energy and produces more ¢
need. But this is difficult in a world where adverts make you buy these things.

In this chart, the countries are the size of their population. The vertical side is about the
environment—the countries h|1gher up produce more waste. They should all be in a line fro
the bottom |l eft to the top ri1 gbhehmark@rfder e
SWltzte_rIand— maybe because they get more information about their waste than other
countries.

More unequal countries usually produce more wastee would see this even more if the 50
US states were in separate smaller circles. In Japan people generally buy and throw away
as much as people in the U%f everything!

There is a lot of pressure in un_eC\uaI countries to buy the things other people (especiall
Important people) have, especially with clothes, fashion and new cars. _SomeRI tells us fo
Improve and have a better life; not to help the world, but to buy more things. A good job is
a job that helps society, but a job that pays you well.
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2/ Equality and carbon dioxide

Carbon dioxide (fCOZ) IS the most damaging form of pollution. People who live in the US produce more C
than any other of the 25 rich countries in our list. The US produces almost twice as much CO2 per persor
Japan, and more than three times that of France.

In general, the more unequal a rich country is, the more CO2 it produces. But some countries do better. F
example, the UK produces less because it uses natural gas from the North Sea and has used the coal th:
easiest to mine; 75 per cent of Fr anetis@modudsdesst r
CO2 but creates radioactive waste that lasts much longer. But Australia mines and burns a lot more coal |
also mines a lot of uranium).

The avera%e amount of emissions of someone in the poorest 10 per cent of the global population is 60 tin
less than that of someone in the richest 10 per cent.

In 2015, Oxfam, together with economists like Thomas Piketty, made a report about WhP/ some countries
produced so much more than others. They found that economic inequality makes people buy and use mc
rich countries. This is because richer people usually waste more energy, heat their homes more than they
need to, drive more than they need to in bigger cars that use a lot more petrol, take more flights and neec
more cement and other materials to build buildings that are bigger than they need. Also, they buy and thr
away more.

So if you are very rich, money is not a problem and you want other people to see you spending it. In a mc
equal country, people are usually more careful
be and do the same as people above them so much.

Half the CO2 emissions in the world from individual lifestyles come from things the richest 10% of people
These people live more in the most unequal countries.



3/ The problem of eating meat

Eating a lot of meat is not good for you or the planet. If we grow crops to feed animals to eat, we
to grow a lot more than if we simply eat the crops. So a country is less environmentally friendly if
people eat more meat.

Most of the animal life on our planet is now produced on intensive farms. The animals produce a.
g{eenhouse_ gases in their short lives. Cows are the worst. The most common bird on the planet |

e domestic chickerwe only have so many because so many of us in the rich world are now so
to eating cheap meat.

The next chart below shows that the more unequal countries (size = population) usually eat more
meat. Again, a few countries do notfieg. Australia and New Zealarkldtearog maybe because
thelé Cq[l_ ural histories are closely related to sheep and cattle farms and their high levels of meat
production.

Our reathrandparents did not eat much meat, and chicken was often for Christmas Day and son
Sundays. at|n<1:1 more meat has not made us healthier. In some countries we are now eating so
that manP/ people are obese (too fat). Obesity is much higher in rich countries that are more unec
This could be because the poor people in these countries have to eat cheap fastddweedrts put
pressure on them, and fast food often uses loweiality meat. It could also be because people in
moge etqtual counﬁrles usually have more education, so they can see how bad it is to advertise fas
and eat too much.

We don’t know yet why, but we do know that
meat per person by weight. Where there is more e(%uallt , there is less obesity and less meat eat
and thedwog_ld needs people to eat less meat to protect the soil and biodiversity and cut greenhou
gas production.



4/ Transport: breathing in bad air

We use cars and other transport too much. This produces a lot of CO2 and other damagirepggeasd®n monoxide and
nitrogen oxides. This pollutes the air we all breathe. Three of the richest 25 countries are extreme: the US, Canada anc
Australia. Population is not dense and there is often a long way to drive from home to work. But they chose to organize
cit |k_es 1 ke this. |l nequal ity affected this Dbecausea@me
S i ng’ .

The UK, Singapore and Israel use less petgakblene this shows that very unequal countries do not have to use so much
These three countries have big cities that can only work with good public transpartderground trains, buses and trams.
No equal rich country uses more than half as much (t;asollne per person as Canada and the US do each year. We will
use a lot less fossil fuel soon. It will be much easier to do this in a country that understands that we needto develop go
public transport that does not pollute much.

We can also see how equality affects the environment when we look at the rich and poor inside different countries. Oxf
found (in the December 2015 report) that the richest 10% in the US produced more pollution than everyone else: abou
tonnes of CO2 per person per year. The to@dh Canada were the next most polluting, followed by the British, Russian :
South African top 10%you can see this the graph below. In more equal rich counégeSouth Korea, Jaﬁan, France, Ital¥
and Germany, the rich pollute less, and also average pollution is lower because the poorest half of the population in thc
societies also pollute less (even thoug?h they have more money) than the poorest half of the population in the US, Cane
Britain. The equality effect is clearly also an environmental effect. The poor pollute less when they have more money al
rich pollute less when they have less money. Or we could look at something simple like how many people cycle or walk
work in each country: 50 per cent (in the Netherlands) to less than 5 per cent (in the US).

Everything is connected. People are fatter in the US because they eat more food; because they sit in cars more often a
longer; because they see more advertising and eat more and so buy more cars; because they are more afraid of crime
t hey are afraid of not walking/ cycling; and becauBuwe
behind all of these is the basic difference in equality.

It is important to people to know their rank. If you pay them a lot more than other people, they lose respect and empath
poorer people because they think they are important. If there is less difference between rich and poor, people see that 1
are like others. Then they fl?ht for cycle routes, pavements to walk on, good public transport, and to be able to live neal
where they work. The equality effect influences almost everything we do and so much about us.



Vocabulary: Match these verbs and nouns to form
‘collocations’, then use the phrases in sentences to
talk about “The rich, the poor and the earth’:

Verbs:

throw away
recycle
create

burn

grow
become
advertise
protect

Nouns:

coal

waste
biodiversity
obese
radioactive waste
Crops

fast food

eg throw away waste



Writing:
In pairs, write a formal letter to someone important (a

politician / country leader) to tell them about the proved
links between economic equality and protecting the planet

Remember to:

(000) 111-1111

July 16, 2012

Director

Alay out the letter correctly

Dear Sir or Madam,

sectetur adipiscing elit. Etiam fermentum
uscipit ut. Donec neque nisl, volutpat sed

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, co

lacinia odio, quis tincidunt neque
posuere eget, congue et odio. Donec eu neque tortor. Pellentesque lacinia, arcu

] [ ] []
vitae molestie enismod, lectus est sodales nisi, id vehicula nisl massa vel felis.
In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Aliquam dui erat, bibendum et posuere eget,
placerat sit amet ipsum. Phasellus congue, est ac cursus tempor, tellus nibh
rhoneus arcu, sit amet scelerisque magna turpis nec turpis. Sed lacinia orci ac

nunc convallis feugiat. Sed molestie, nisl et scelerisque consequat, elit quam pel-
eu pharetra mi elit quis libero. Mauris porta urna in orci sagittis

lentesqu
fermentum. Aenean nec elit id ligula venenatis ornare. Nam urna neque, aliquet
in sollicitudin sed, molestie ut tellus,

im

Vivamus consectetur, mauris sit amet pharetra pharetra, tortor ante digni

vitae pellentesque ante lorem eu magna. Morbi at leo leo. Class aptent

it sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos.
Sed feugiat volutpat risus, a ullamcorper magna dictum quis. Nam dictum enim
et lectus consectetur consectetur. Vestibulum vitae eros vel elit venenatis ornare

ac sed felis. Nunc et laoreet libero. Cras ut fermentum dui.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

I look forward to your reply.

Ause some of the collocations

John Smith

P.S. You can find additional information attached to this letter.

ion form

encl: Copyright perm



Homework:

Read the original (more difficult) article:
https://newint.org/features/2017/07/01equality-
environment

- It will now be far easier to understand and you will learn
a lot of new vocabulary and grammatr.
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https://newint.org/features/2017/07/01-equality-environment

