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What do you think?

Buenos Aires is in

(a) Brazil

(b) Argentina

(c) Chile

(d) Colombia 



What do you think?
What are the problems when it 

is 42°C in a city ?    



Match:
1) heatwave
2) air conditioner
3) electricity
4) power cut
5) refrigerator
6) candle
7) dawn
8) sunset
9) ice cubes
10) blanket
11) storm

a)                                       f) 

b)
g)

c)

h)
d) very hot weather for

days or longer
i)

e)                                        j)                              k)



Answers:
1) heatwave (d)
2) air conditioner (a)
3) electricity (e)
4) power cut (f)
5) refrigerator (i)
6) candle (g)
7) dawn (c)
8) sunset (b)
9) ice cubes (h)
10) blanket (j)
11) storm  (k)

a)                                       f) 

b)
g)

c)

h)
d) very hot weather for

days or longer
i)

e)                                        j)                              k)



Virginia lives in Buenos Aires.
We will read her letter from Buenos Aires.



Before you read, what do you think?
1) In January 2022,  in Buenos Aires it was 

(a) 42°C 

(b) 32°C 

(c) 22°C 

2) Why do you think there was a power cut?

3) There was one power cut. Yes/no?

4) Power cuts in the summer are normal. Yes/no?

Now read and check



In January 2022, we had a very bad heatwave. 

For a short time, Buenos Aires was the hottest 

place in the world. People used their air 

conditioners more and they used more 

electricity. Then, of course, there was a power 

cut. For one very hot week, we had power cuts 

all the time. We usually have power cuts during 

the summer in Argentina, but this year the 

problem was worse.



Before you read, what do you think?
1) In Argentina electricity prices will be higher soon. 

Yes/no? 

2) Electricity is more important in the city. Yes/no?

3) Virginia is from a city.  Yes/no?

4) Virginia’s grandfather had no electricity. True?

5) Virginia uses too much electricity. Yes/no?

6) What three things do people do if they have no 
electricity?

Now read and check



In Argentina electricity is not so expensive but prices are rising. When 

I pay my electricity bill, I think, ‘Why do we pay so much for 

something we really need?’

Electricity is more important in the city. I come from Esquina, a small 

town. There the electricity lines are not so good and sometimes people 

have power cuts for months. In small villages some people don’t have 

electricity. My grandfather lived in a place like that with no air 

conditioning and no refrigerator. He showed me how to make more 

light from candles. I learned it is important to start the day at dawn 

and end the day at sunset. City people like me use too much 

electricity. And so we have power cuts.



Read and put the pictures in order:

(a)                               (b )                 (c)                               (d)

(e)                               (f)                                      (g)

(h)                                       (i)                               (j) 



I love hot weather. So I was Ok with the power cuts in our heatwave but I was 

bored. It was a hot night. A storm was on the way. I made a cold drink with the last 

ice cubes from my refrigerator. I took my book and a blanket. I went to the park 

near my house. It was the only place with electricity and lights. It was almost dawn, 

but the park was full of families with chairs, children playing football, friends 

listening to music, everyone free from the heat and the dark.

A friend lives in another part of the city. She called me, “There is a storm here now. 

The rain will be with you soon.” I wanted to read my book but it was too late. The 

rain started and everyone ran from the park but the children still played football. 

When I got home, I lit some candles and sat in my armchair to read. And a few 

hours later the electricity came back.

Some people had no electricity for 10 days. They lost all the food from their 

refrigerators.



The correct order.

(1) (e)                         (2) (i)              (3) (f)                         (4) (b)                               

(5) (b)                      (6) (d)                                  (7) (j)                                                

(8) (c)                       (9) (h)                                                (10) (g)



Complete the past simple of the verbs:

Present simple                                        Past simple

1) have                                                    ha__

2) is                                                          w__s

3) make                                                   ma__e

4) take                                                     to__k

5) go                                                        w__nt

6) light                                                     l__t

7) come back                                          c__me back 

8) start                                                     start__d

9) get                                                       g__t



Answers:

Present simple                                        Past simple

1) have                                                    had

2) is                                                          was 

3) make                                                   made

4) take                                                     took

5) go                                                        went

6) light                                                     lit    

7) come back                                          came back 

8) start                                                     started

9) get                                                       got                                    



Now tell the story…

(1)                               (2 )                 (3)                               (4)

(5)                               (6)                                      (7)

(8)                              (9)                                                       (10) 



Fill the gaps:

I heard on the TV about possible 

(1)_______cuts, in the summer and also in the 

(2)_______. I am getting ready for a winter 

with less (3)_______.


