
Global Banks 
New Internationalist Easier English 

Ready Upper Intermediate Lesson 

 



This lesson: 

Quiz about global banks 

Check quiz questions in infographic 

Reading: a) scan for countries 

                 b) detailed read for problems/solutions 

Speaking - re-tell and discuss texts 

Listening / watching YouTube clip 

Writing – summarise the main ideas in the lesson 
in tweets and bumper stickers 



QUIZ - HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT GLOBAL BANKS?  

 1. How much money did the CEO of Goldman Sachs (US 
bank) earn in 2013?                                                                     
a) $2.6 million            b) $26 million                   c) $260 million  

2. What % pay increase did the CEO of J P Morgan Chase 
(US bank) get in 2013?       a) 7.4 %         b) 17.4%         c) 74%  

3. In which country do banks make the most profit?  

a) the UK                    b) the US                     c) China  

4. Do the public think banks are now run  

a) better than in the 1980s       b) the same as in the 1980s                                
c) worse than in the 1980s  

5. How many of the world's 100 biggest banks (at the end 
of 2013) were in Africa?       a) 10               b) 5             c) none  

 



Check here: http://www.newint.org/features/2015/05/01/banks-facts/ 

http://www.newint.org/features/2015/05/01/banks-facts/
http://www.newint.org/features/2015/05/01/banks-facts/
http://www.newint.org/features/2015/05/01/banks-facts/


Jigsaw reading: 2 groups, each reads 

a different text, then tells others in pairs 

A The nonsense of the big 
banks 
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/
The_nonsense_of_the_big_banks 

1/ Scan to note down all 
the countries or groups of 
countries mentioned 

2/ Read in detail to note 
down all the problems 
with banks and all 
possible solutions 

 

B The banks can do what 
they like and no-one can 
stop them 
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/The_banks_can_
do_what_they_like_and_no_one_can_stop_them 

1/ Scan to note down all the 
(groups of) countries or 
nationalities mentioned. 

2/ Read in detail to note 
down all the problems with 
banks and all possible 
solutions 

http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/The_nonsense_of_the_big_banks
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/The_nonsense_of_the_big_banks
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/The_banks_can_do_what_they_like_and_no_one_can_stop_them
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/The_banks_can_do_what_they_like_and_no_one_can_stop_them


Discussion 

1) Get into pairs of A & B 

2) Compare the list of countries  

from the article you read 

3) Make a list of problems with banks and 
possible solutions from both your articles. 

4) Decide which are the most serious 
problems and which are the most helpful 
possible solutions. 



Artist Núria Güell got advice from an expert.  
She wrote to Jaime Giménez Arbe, a famous bank 

robber. He is now in prison for 47-year years.  
Her plan is political art. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK SHE DID? 
 She wants to expose the people she believes are 

responsible. Watch this 8-minute video to see: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJHSJ85PcmY 

Make notes on: 

a) What Núria did 

b) How she did it 

c) Why she did it 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJHSJ85PcmY


Writing – summarise the ideas in this 
lesson – you have a choice of: 

Tweets        or 
only 140 
characters  
 
 
 
And why not follow @EasierNewInt? 

Bumper stickers 
catchy short 
phrase you could 
put on the back of 
a car 
 



Homework: 

a) Read the other article you didn’t read. 

b) Read the original version of both articles 
(link at the bottom of the Easier English article). 

c) Read more about banks from Easier English 
wiki – look up the category “banks”: 

http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Category:Banks 

 

http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Category:Banks

