
Syrian refugees 
around the world 

Pre-Intermediate    

New Internationalist   

Easier English ready lesson 

 



Today’s lesson: 

•Quiz – from infographic 

•Vocabulary 

•Reading 

•Speaking 



Do this quiz in pairs: 
1. What % of the Syrian people have had to leave their 
homes?                    (a) 10%    (b) 50%    (c) 90%  

2. What % of Syrian refugees came to live in EU 
countries before July 2014?    (a) 4%    (b) 14%    (c) 40%  

3. Which countries support President Assad?  (a) Russia 
and USA  (b) Turkey and Iran   (c) Iran and Russia  

4. Which countries support the rebels against President 
Assad?                                    (a) Saudi Arabia and Iran?   
(b) the USA and Turkey        (c) Saudi Arabia and the USA  

5. When did the Red Cross decide the civil war in Syria 
started?   (a) March 2011    (b) July 2011    (c) July 2012 
           Now check your answers on the infographic   





Which countries do all 
the Syrian refugees go 

to? And why? 



What do you think it’s like to go to these 

places as a refugee?   a) Calais, France: 
b) Lesvos, Greece 

 

 

c) Lebanon 
d) Thailand 

 



Match: 
1/ aid 

2/ humanity 

3/ on alternate 
days 

4/ paramedic 

5/ resettlement 

6/ democracy 

7/ monarchy 

8/ coup d’état 

9/ 12-hour shift 

10/ fake  

a) one day yes, one day no 

b) work for a period of 12 hours 

c) not real eg. a passport 

d) not a fully qualified doctor, but 
trained to do medical work 

e) money and other help eg. in charity 
work 

f) when a king or queen governs a 
country 

g) when all people vote to choose the 
government of a country 

h) caring about other humans 

i) when a group takes over control of a 
government and country 

j) moving to live in a different place 

 



Jigsaw reading – A and B will read 
different stories 

Task 1: 2 minute scan – find 2 
problems the refugees have, then 

compare with your partner 

A) “Syrian refugees in Bangkok”: 
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Syrian_refugees_in_Bangkok 

 

B) “A village in Lebanon that takes more 
Syrian refugees than Britain in a year”:  

http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/A_village_in_Lebanon_that_takes_more_Syrian_refugees_than_Britain 
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Reading task 2 
(A and B reading different stories) 

Now you have 10 minutes to read more slowly. 

Find information about: 

     1/ how many Syrian refugees go there 

     2/ why Syrian refugees go there 

     3/ schools for refugee children 

     4/ how refugees get money to survive there 

     5/ any other problems refugees have there 

Then A and B compare 

 



Speaking 
1/ In pairs or groups (of As and Bs), plan 
and practise a 3 – 5 minute radio 
programme about Syrian refugees going 
to Thailand and Lebanon. 
2/ Record or perform your  
radio programme. 
3/ Listen to the other groups’ 
programmes and discuss how they 
could be better. 



Homework:  
Read and discuss more 
Easier English articles about 
Syria and the refugee crisis:  
http://eewiki.newint.org/index.php/Issue_485 
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